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Our New Director of Library Services

A     s Chair of the Board of Library Trustees, I am 
honored to introduce Melissa L. Hartson as 
 the new Director of Library Services.  

Melissa is certainly not new to any of us who adore 
the Newport Beach Public Library. She began with 
the Library over 26  — yes, 26 years ago.

Her list of responsible positions is long: Page, Clerk, 
Children’s Librarian, Young Adult Librarian, Adult 
Services Librarian, CDM Branch Librarian, Collection 
Development Librarian, Circulation Coordinator, 
Budget Manager, Acting Library Services Manager, 
and — now, Director of Library Services.

In working with her as a Board member for the past six 
years, I have personally witnessed that Melissa espouses, 
lives, and practices the City’s core values: excellent 
service, responsibility, initiative, one team, and integrity. 
She is “can-do” in every favorable sense of those words.

She has a ton on her plate: the Library Lecture Hall 
(discussed at right), the long-needed replacement of 
the Balboa Branch/Fire Station, hiring of senior staff 
and other staff, working with the other City Directors 
and with our City Manager, heading the Library’s 
Administrative Team, the continued pursuit of Star 
status with the Library Journal, continued outstanding 
relationships with the Library support groups including 
the Foundation, Friends, and Project Adult Literacy, 
and many additional initiatives. 

Under Melissa’s enthusiastic leadership, the Library 
will continue to be “the cultural, educational 
and informational heart of Newport Beach.” 
Welcome aboard, Melissa!

Update on the Library Lecture Hall

Ten years in the making. Hundreds of meetings.  
Thousands of volunteer hours. Many Council meetings. 

The end may be in sight for the completion of the 
planning for the last jewel in the crown which is the Library 
campus: the Library Lecture Hall and adjacent facilities. 
Upon gaining City approval, the plans will go out for bid, 
with a possible start of construction in late 2023.

Once completed, the Hall will provide audiences 
with a spectrum of rich experiences in film, music, 
the performing arts, distinguished speakers, meeting 
opportunities, and entertainers. The Hall will maximize 
sightlines and will provide abundant seating and 
state-of-the-art lighting and audio/visual equipment 
and facilities. 

As the private part of the public/private partnership with 
the City in the development/construction of the Hall, 
the Newport Beach Public Library Foundation is actively 
engaged in a capital donation opportunity campaign.

If you would like additional information about donating 
opportunities, please contact Jerold Kappel, Foundation 
CEO at jkappel@nbplf.foundation or at 949-717-3890.    

This issue of Bookmark includes information on the donor 
naming rights/value opportunities regarding the Hall itself 
and Hall-adjacent areas.

Thank you,

Paul Watkins
Paul K. Watkins 
Chair, Board of Library Trustees   
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CRISTINA MITTERMEIER

National Geographic Adventurer 
of the Year and Smithsonian 
Photographer of the Year, Cristina 
Mittermeier will share wisdom from 
her decades of documenting the 
far reaches of our planet.

LIBRARY HAPPENINGS

Calling all lovers of classic soul! 
Join us for Stone Soul, an 8-piece 
classic soul & Motown tribute band. 
Sunday, October 2, 4pm, at 
Marina Park, Balboa Peninsula.

SUMMER SOLSTICE EVENT

A look back at an elegant summer 
evening reception and author talk 
celebrating the heart of the Newport 
Beach Public Library Foundation: 
our members.

LIBRARY LIVE

We’re pleased to announce four 
exceptional authors for our Library 
Live series, October 2022 through 
April 2023.

FOUNDATION WORKSHOPS

Interesting and educational — 
workshops focusing on books, 
finances, medicine and more.

WITTE LECTURES

The Newport Beach Public Library 
Foundation presents the 26th 
season of The Witte Lecture Series; 
February through April 2023.

MELISSA HARTSON

Named the new Director of Library 
Services, Melissa brings more than 
26 years of experience with the 
Newport Beach Public Library to her 
new leadership role. 

WITTE HALL

Longtime Newport Beach Public 
Library supporters, Bill Witte and 
Keiko Sakamoto, have committed $4 
million toward the construction of 
the new Library Lecture Hall.

ANNUAL REPORT

A 2021 summary of Newport Beach 
Public Library Foundation efforts.

PAUL WATKINS IN THIS ISSUE



Lecture Details
Fridays Evening Lectures  
Friday, 7:00pm - 9:00pm, 
Doors open at 6:30pm
Lecture, Book Sale & Signing, 
Light Supper with Wine
Buy Witte Season Pass $225*
General $65 
NBPLF Member: $60 

Saturday Afternoon Lectures  
Saturday, 2:00pm - 4:00pm, 
Doors open at 1:30pm
Lecture, Book Sale & Signing, 
Refreshments
Buy Witte Season Pass $155*
General $45 
NBPLF Member: $40

Cristina Mittermeier 
Enoughness: Ocean Conservation 
Friday, March 31, 7:00pm / Saturday, April 1, 2:00pm
With the urgent need to protect our increasingly fragile planet, we are proud to present 2018 National 
Geographic’s Adventure of the Year and the Smithsonian Conservation Photographer of the Year 
awardee, Cristina Mittermeier. With passion, conviction, and a zest for life, illustrated by award-winning 
images and film, Cristina will share the hard-won wisdom she’s gleaned from documenting the far 
reaches of our planet and its people for decades. She challenges us to redefine our answers to 
“What is enough?”. In 2020, Cristina announced the most ambitious project of her career: 
“Only One,” a new digital technology product that amplifies stories, campaigns, and solutions 
that sit at the intersection of ocean health and social justice and uses the power of media and 
technology to inspire individuals to take action to rebuild ocean life. In recognition of her three 
decades of courageous journalism and making the pictures that tell the story of our planet, 
Cristina was recently presented with the Sylvia Earle Medal. Some will remember that Earle 
was an early Witte Speaker. Cristina, representing the next generation, will inspire all to activism.

Jill Lepore, PhD
The Digital Veil: Misinformation and the Future of Democracy
Friday, April 28, 7:00pm / Saturday, April 29, 2:00pm
Jill Lepore is the David Woods Kemper Professor of American History and Affiliate Professor of Law at 
Harvard University, and a staff writer at The New Yorker. In 2020, she published her fourteenth book, 
If Then: How the Simulmatics Corporation Invented the Future. Lepore will provide a look at the emerging 
world of computer technology, human behavior prediction and politics. Have we come to rely too 
heavily on Google, Twitter and Facebook? A prolific author, Lepore’s first book, The Name of War: 
King Philip’s War and the Origins of American Identity, won the Bancroft Prize, one of the most 
prestigious awards in the field of American history writing. These Truths: A History of the United 
States, was an international bestseller named one of Time magazine’s top ten non-fiction books 
of the decade. Several of her writings have appeared in the New York Times, Times Literary 
Supplement, Foreign Affairs, and Yale Law Journal to name a few. Lepore is a lively, funny, and 
engaging presenter promising us an evening of thoughtful and energizing conversation.

Anne Applebaum
Authoritarianism vs. Democracy: A Global Crisis
Friday, February 10, 7:00pm / Saturday, February 11, 2:00pm
Anne Applebaum, Senior Fellow of International Affairs at the Johns Hopkins School of Advanced 
International Studies will examine the extreme challenges and fragile opportunities of global 
political and economic change. From Putin’s disinformation narratives to the European 
financial crises to national responses to terrorism, Applebaum provides both 
background and up-to-the-minute insights that are vital to understanding the 
international, political and economic risks. Applebaum excels in international 
reporting most recently focusing on the rise of authoritarianism. She is a staff 
writer at the Atlantic and a Pulitzer Prize winner for Gulag: A History about Soviet 
concentration camps. She is a tested, dedicated observer and veteran journalist 
with a keen international perspective. 

Arthur L. Caplan, PhD
Ethical Challenges on the Frontiers of Medicine
Friday, March 3, 7:00pm /  Saturday, March 4, 2:00pm
Dr. Caplan is currently the Drs. William F. and Virginia Connolly Mitty Professor and founding 
head of the Division of Medical Ethics at NYU School of Medicine in New York City. Prior to NYU, 
he founded three biomedical ethics centers at Columbia University, University of Pittsburg, and 
University of Pennsylvania. His depth and breadth of knowledge, and thorough assessments in 
both medical and biomedical field have led him to be described as one of the 10 most influential 
people in science by DISCOVER. He holds many distinguished honors and awards for his 
contributions in the field of bioethics including the Patricia Price Browne Prize in Biomedical 
Ethics and the Public Service Award from the National Science Foundation/National Science 
Board. Additionally, he is the author and editor of thirty-five books and over 850 papers in peer 
reviewed journals. In a nation with limited financial resources and access to health care, 
Dr. Caplan’s thoughtful, ethical, and expert assessment will be provocative. 

Tickets
Come to the lectures and chat with our speakers at 
a tasty post-lecture supper on Friday night or coffee 
and cookies on Saturday afternoon. All lectures are 
at the Central Library. To Purchase Tickets: 
nbplf.foundation or 949-717-3892.

2022 Sponsors
Titanium 
The Witte Family
Gold  
John Rallis and 
   Mary Lynn 
   Bergman-Rallis

Bronze 
Karen and Bruce Clark
Morning Bliss Granola
Dr. James B. Pick and 
   Rosalyn M. Laudati
Barbara and Greg MacGillivray
Manouch and Sophie Moshayedi
Samuel and Tammy Tang
Jill Johnson-Tucker and 
   Larry Tucker

Iron
Chris and Malin Fletcher
Pamela and Don Gilmour
Kelly and Randy Heyler
Marilyn and Francis Krahe
Janet and Walkie Ray
Diane and Dave Steffy
Tom and Marilyn Sutton
Sharon and Greg Wohl
Jene Witte
Felix and Edna Yan

Steel
Eleanor Jaffy
Signe and Peter Keller
Bill and Carolyn Klein
Marilyn and Francis Krahe
Tricia Nichols
Ellen Shockro and Jack Shaw
Russell Hafer Family Trust
Miles Yourman 

Partners
All About You Event Planning 
Barnes and Noble 
City of Newport Beach 
Ed Olen Photography 
Firebrand Media LLC 
Hi-Time Cellars 
Newport Beach Public Library 
Sterling OC

Tickets go on sale October 22 at 
www.nbplf.foundation/programs/witte-lectures/
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The 26th season of the highly acclaimed Witte Lecture series launches 
on February 10-11, 2023. Sifting through the massive flow of information 
and discerning what deserves thoughtful attention is time consuming 
and difficult. Our roster of nationally known speakers will once again 
provide a spark for igniting community conversation on the timeliest 
topics. Be part of the Witte community for live, dynamic, and compelling 
conversations in our award-winning library. Knowledge is power!

Thank you to the 2023 Witte Committee
Karen Clark
Lisa Edwards
Whitney Gomez
Janet Hadley (Chair)
Diane Hafer
Signe Keller

Marilyn Krahe
Latika Sethi
Ellen Shockro
Paul Watkins 
(Library Trustee 
Liaison)

Jene Witte
Lizanne Witte
Miles Yourman

Photo: Sameer A. Khan

Copyright: 
Mercedes Kanada

Photo: 
Stephanie Mitchell

February through April, 2023

The Newport Beach Public Library 
Foundation presents the 26th season 
of The Witte Lecture Series 6

*Members can buy season pass in October 2022



Min Jin Lee
Pachinko 
Thursday, April 20, 7:00pm
Pachinko (2017) is an epic story which follows a Korean family who migrates to Japan; it is the 
first novel written for an adult, English-speaking audience about the Korean Japanese people. 
Pachinko was a finalist for the National Book Award for Fiction and has been translated into 
over thirty-five languages. It is now a series on Apple TV+. Min Jin Lee is a professor 
at Amherst College and a recipient of fiction fellowships from the Guggenheim 
Foundation, the Radcliffe Institute of Advanced Study at Harvard and the New York 
Foundation for the Arts. Lee’s fiction explores the intersection of race, ethnicity, 
immigration, class, religion, gender, and identity of a diasporic people. Her writings 
have appeared in The New Yorker, The Times of London, and The Wall Street Journal. 
She served as a columnist for the Chosun Ilbo, the leading newspaper of South Korea.

Partners
All About You Event Planning
Barnes and Noble
City of Newport Beach
Ed Olen Photography
Firebrand Media LLC
Hi-Time Cellars
Newport Beach Public Library
Sterling OC

2022 Sponsors
Titanium  
The Isidore and 
   Penny Myers Foundation 
Silver  
Johanna and Kenneth Kim
Barbara Roberts 

Bronze  
Karen and Bruce Clark 
Samuel and Tammy Tang
Iron  
Chiyo Imai Rowe 
Jill Johnson-Tucker 
   and Larry Tucker

Steel  
Loren Blackwood
Ginger Sun and Arthur Ong
Ann Stephens

Lecture Details
Thursdays, 7:00pm - 8:30pm  

Lecture, Book Sale & Signing, 
Refreshments
General $35 
NBPLF Member: $30

Tickets
All lectures are at the Central Library in the Friends Room. Doors open 
at 6:30pm. Lecture and Q&A, 7:00pm - 8:30pm, followed by book sale 
and signing till 9:00pm. To purchase tickets: www.nbplf.foundation or 
949-717-3892.

Tickets go on sale September 2022 at nbplf.foundation/programs/library-live/
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Bill Plaschke
Paradise Found: A High School Football Team’s 
Rise from the Ashes
Thursday, November 17, 7:00pm
Los Angeles Times columnist Bill Plaschke follows the Paradise High School football team 
and their athletic staff, specifically their head coach Rick Prinz through its first season 
after the 2018 Camp Fire leveled its Northern California town. A moving, tragic 
and hopeful account of the destruction of Paradise, California, by raging wildfires 
and its resurrection through the spirit, courage and heart of their high school 
football team. Bill Plaschke has been named national sports columnist eight times 
by the Associated Press. He is the author of five books, including a collection of 
his columns entitled, Plaschke: Good Sports, Spoil Sports, Foul Ball and Oddballs. 
Plaschke is also a panelist on the popular ESPN daily talk show, “Around the Horn.” 

Omar El-Akkad
What Strange Paradise
Thursday, February 23, 7:00pm
Powerful and compelling, What Strange Paradise (2021) is a story about a boy who survives a 
refugee passage, and a girl whose homeland feels fractured but dares to save him. Author and 
journalist Omar El Akkad has beautifully woven a compelling story about hope and despair, 
empathy and indifference, against a backdrop of the all-too-common dehumanization 
and dismissal of the global refugee crisis. The book won the Giller Prize, the Oregon 
Book Award for fiction, and was shortlisted for the Aspen Words Literary Prize. 
His debut novel American War (2018) has been translated into thirteen languages 
and was selected by the BBC as one of 100 novels that changed our world. His 
journalism has earned the National Newspaper Award for Investigative Journalism 
and the Goff Penny Award for young journalists. El-Akkad fiction and non-fiction 
writing has appeared in The New York Times, The Guardian, and Le Monde.

The Newport Beach Public Library 
Foundation is pleased to announce 
Library Live / Oct 2022 – April 2023

Rebecca Scherm
A House Between Earth and The Moon
Thursday, October 13, 2022 7:00pm
Prescient and insightful, A House Between Earth and the Moon (2022) is set in 2033 on a space 
station Parallaxis, the first-ever luxury residential space station built for billionaires, and follows 
a group of pioneering scientists working to save the world from the disasters of climate 
change, and the exploitative machinations of big tech. It is an ambitious novel by 
Scherm that combines science fiction and eco fiction to create a gripping story 
about family bonds, ambition, and the length a person will go to protect the 
people and planet they love. The book was 2022’s most anticipated women fiction 
in several magazines including Marie Claire, and The Millions. Rebecca Scherm 
is a Californian author. Her first book, Unbecoming (2015), was nominated for an 
Edgar award for Best First Novel.

Thank you to our 
2022 Library Live! Committee
Loren Blackwood
Patricia Dreyfus
Johanna Kim

Ash Kumar 
(Library Trustee Liaison)
Dorothy Larson
Toby Larson
Lindsay Means

We are excited to welcome four talented authors to our 2022-
2023 Library Live series. Their books will invite us to explore 
the first-ever residential space station to combat climate change, 
take us on a journey to follow a Paradise high school football 
team after wildfires, a Korean family’s epic saga in 1900, to the 
backdrop of refugee crises told through the eyes of children, 
while asking us, “what does home mean to you?”

Photo: Art Streiber

Ann Stephens
Tammy Tang
Adrian Windsor
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WITTE HALL WITTE HALL

The Newport Beach Public Library Lecture Hall 
is Now Formally Named Witte Hall
Recognizing the generous contribution of Bill Witte and Keiko Sakamoto to the Beyond 
Books Campaign for the Library Lecture Hall, the Newport Beach City Council approved 
the naming of the Hall as Witte Hall. The name will appear on the front of the building 
at the library entrance as well as on the Avocado Avenue monument signage.

The Witte family are long-time supporters 
of the Library and the Foundation. In 
presenting the gift, Bill and Keiko stated: 
“Our family is honored to continue our 
support of the Newport Beach Public 
Library Foundation and its mission to 
bring people together. We commend the 
City and the Foundation for their vision 
in taking on this ambitious endeavor. 
We are deeply committed to promoting 
community engagement and are thrilled 
to support such a beautiful building in a 
central place for the public to gather. The 
late Martin Witte, our patriarch and the 
namesake of the Witte Lectures, was an 
early and enthusiastic champion of the 
Newport Beach Public Library. A long-
time supporter of public institutions and 
dialogue, he would be so proud.” 

For nearly three decades, the Witte 
family has provided support for the 
Foundation’s premier lecture program, 
The Witte Distinguished Speaker Series. 
Now in its 26th season, it has brought 
over 100 notable authors, thinkers, and 
provocateurs to the community. The 
Foundation is delighted to recognize this 
generous gift and the Witte Family.

Naming opportunities are still available 
for other areas of Witte Hall. Donors 
at the $25,000 and above level will 
have permanent recognition in the 
Lobby of Witte Hall, and all donors 
will be recognized in the program for 
the grand opening celebration. For 
further information and to receive a 
full prospectus, please contact:

Jill Johnson-Tucker 
Beyond Books Campaign Chair 
Jilljtucker@gmail.com 

Karen H. Clark 
Chair of the Board 
Karen.h.clark@gmail.com 

Jerold D Kappel, CFRE 
Foundation CEO 
Jkappel@nbplf.foundationBill Witte and Keiko Sakamoto 
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COLLEGE PREP 
October-November

In partnership with Collegewise of Irvine, the Newport Beach Public 
Library presents free college prep programs for teens and parents. 
Workshops include Paying for College: Financial Aid + Scholarships 
on October 4 from 4-5:00pm and repeated on November 1; and 
a college essay writing seminar on October 26 from 7-8:00pm. 
Funding is generously provided by the Friends of the Library.

LIBRARY HAPPENINGS FOUNDATION WORKSHOPS

Fall Happenings at the Library 

SUNDAY MUSICALES AT THE LIBRARY 
September through December 

The Newport Beach Public Library is pleased to announce the 2022 
Fall Sunday Musicales. The hour-long concerts are held monthly 
on Sundays from 3-4:00pm in the Friends Room of the Central 
Library. Please join us on October 16 for a sax quartet; November 
20 for a flute, oboe, and piano trio; and December 11 for a special 
holiday performance. Admission is free. More information at 
newportbeachlibrary.org

STUDENT ART EXHIBITION 
Deadline for entry: November 4

The Newport Beach Student Art Exhibition is an exciting program 
open to students grades pre-K through 12. Young artists may submit 
one original work of art in the following mediums: painting (acrylic, 
oil, watercolor), drawing (ink, pencil, charcoal, pastel, markers, 
crayons), or collage. Accepted artwork will be displayed at the Central 
Library from January 9 – February 10, 2023. Artists may submit their 
applications Friday, September 2 through Friday, November 4. For 
entry guidelines and prize information, please visit the Cultural Arts 
section of the Library website at newportbeachlibrary.org

MARINA PARK CONCERT 
Sunday, October 2, 4 -5:30pm

The City of Newport Beach Arts Commission is pleased to 
present an outdoor concert at Marina Park featuring Stone Soul, 
an 8-piece, horn-blowing, foot-stomping Classic Soul & Motown 
tribute band. Bring your low-slung beach chairs and blankets 
and enjoy this free evening concert in a fun atmosphere. Pack 
a picnic dinner or purchase from on-site gourmet food trucks. 
Kids activities included. Alcohol is not permitted. More 
information at newportbeachlibrary.org

 

BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP 

The Book Discussion Group meets the second Wednesday of the 
month, from 9:30 -11am in the Friends Room of the Central Library. 
Refreshments are provided and the books are available through the 
Newport Beach Public Library. Join us for this free program. 
b September 14, 2022 
 The Island of Sea Women by Lisa See
b October 12, 2022 
 A House Between Earth and the Moon by 
 Rebecca Scherm
b November 9, 2022 
 Machines Like Me by Ian McEwan
b December 14, 2022 
 The Thursday Murder Club by Richard Osman

Books, Finances, and Medicine

FINANCIAL LITERACY WORKSHOPS – IT’S YOUR MONEY! 

Join us for It’s Your Money, an annual six-week series of workshops 
providing attendees with education and practical solutions to financial 
and estate planning issues. These free workshops are presented as a 
community service, and are for educational purposes only; held on 
Mondays at 10:00am in the Friends Room of the Central Library. 

b September 19 – Overview and Tax Changes
b September 26 – Financial Planning I
b October 3 – Medical Care Planning
b October 10 – Investment World
b October 17 –  Equity and Fixed Income Investing
b October 24 – Financial Planning II

MEDICINE IN OUR BACKYARD

Medicine in Our Backyard is presented in collaboration with UCI 
Health and features an extraordinary group of renowned doctors and 
researchers speaking on a wide range of topics. Admission is free, 
registration is required. Topics and physicians will be announced on 
the Newport Beach Public Library Foundation website. 
Held on Mondays at 7pm in the Friends Room 
of the Central Library. 

b Monday, September 26, 2022
b Monday, October 24, 2022
b Monday, November 14, 2022



MEDICINE IN OUR BACKYARD
Through the Foundation’s partnership with UCI Health 
and the support of Mike and Polly Smith, Medicine in 
Our Backyard continued virtually with presentations from 
internationally renowned medical faculty to address a 
broad range of health issues: Covid 19 and Life after the 
Pandemic, Women Surviving Cancer, Cardiovascular 
Disease, Glaucoma, Colonoscopies, Prostate Cancer, Brain 
Repair with Stem Cells. As many as 150 people registered 
for these lectures, each ending with a Q and A exchange 
with the audience.

FINANCIAL LITERACY WORKSHOPS AND 
BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP
Both groups resumed live in September and saw an increase 
in participation. After the emergence of the Omicron variant 
of the Coronavirus in late 2021, the Financial Literacy 
Workshops returned to virtual programs and after a brief 
pause, the Book Discussion Group returned to the Friends 
Room in the Spring for in-person gatherings.

VIDEOS
Videos of the Witte Lecture and Library Live series are 
available on the Foundation’s website free for members 
of the Foundation. The Medicine in Our Backyard video 
archives will remain available on the Foundation’s website 
free to both Members and non-Members.

SOCIAL GATHERING
The season ended with a Summer Solstice Reception 
in the Bamboo Courtyard celebrating new members of 
the Foundation, Library Leadership Circle donors, and 
distinguished guests. Connie Spenuzza, local and award-
winning author spoke about her book, Chocolate Runs 
Through My Veins, which explores the cultural history of 
the women within the world of chocolate. Mrs. Spenuzza 
gifted the attendees with signed copies of her book, 
chocolates (of course!) and musical entertainment including 
Flamenco dancers. 

FINANCIAL COMMITMENT
With the successful negotiation of the Memorandum of 
Understanding with the City of Newport Beach, and the 
acceptance of the building’s design, the Foundation initiated 
a capital campaign, entitled Beyond Books, to raise the 
funds to partner with the City in the construction of a new 
Library Lecture Hall. The Foundation underwrote the costs 
of initiating this campaign.

FISCAL 2022 
REVENUE

FISCAL 2022 
EXPENSES

n Contributed Revenue  ..........  $407,387.98
n Investment Income  .............  $108,534.98
n Grants  ...............................  $107,603.40
n Earned Revenue  ..................$ 80,577.57
n Net Operating  ...................  $ 60,315.85

n Program Expenses ................$239,543.38
n Management ........................$192,999.41
n Fundraising .........................$ 88,097.00
n Marketing ............................$   56,171.67
n Library Support .................... $ 35,105.00 
n Capital Campaign .................$ 31,872.00

30%

14%

9%

9%

11%

58%

15%

15%
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ANNUAL REPORT ANNUAL REPORT

FINANCIAL OVERVIEW
The Foundation had a 7% increase in contributed revenue for 
the fiscal year, and with in-person Witte Lectures and Library 
Live presentations, the Foundation experienced an overall 
net revenue increase of 19%. Operating expenses were on 
budget. The Foundation contributed $35,100 to the Library 
and underwrote $31,900 in capital campaign expenses for the 
Beyond Books funding campaign for the Library Lecture Hall.  
Like other small businesses, the Foundation was able to secure 
Paycheck Protection Program loans during the height of the 
Coronavirus epidemic. Again, like other small businesses, 
those loans were forgiven this past fiscal year. 

37%

5%
5%

T   his past fiscal year has been a year of transition for 
the Newport Beach Public Library Foundation. The 
Foundation staff, and our new CEO, Jerold Kappel, 

returned to their Library offices in June 2021 and the Board is 
back to in-person meetings. Our Witte Distinguished Lecture 
Series and Library Live Distinguished Author programs were 
finally held again in person and we were able to mingle with 
our library-loving friends and neighbors to discuss issues 
and challenges raised by our engaging speakers.

Our most exciting step forward this past year was reaching 
an agreement with the City of Newport Beach for funding the 
construction of our much-anticipated new Library Lecture Hall, 
now named Witte Hall due to the generous contribution by 
Bill Witte and Keiko Sakamoto. The Hall is named to honor 
Martin Witte, founder of the Witte Lecture Series 26 years 
ago, and the Witte Family.

Witte Hall has been a vision for over ten years, driven to 
reality by the dedicated efforts of Jill Johnson-Tucker. Jill not 
only chairs the City’s Design Committee, but also leads our 
capital campaign to ensure that the Foundation will meets it 
financial obligation for the Hall construction. Many others 
contributed to these efforts including Walter Stahr and Larry 
Tucker, who both joined me to work out an agreement with 
the City, as well as members of the Design Committee, 
including Council Member Diane Dixon, Library Trustee Janet 
Ray, and Matt Witte who joined Jill and me on that Committee. 
We were tasked with working with our architect, Bob Coffey, 
on the design of the Hall. 

The Foundation’s Board and its many donors and volunteers 
provide the engine that makes our programs a success. 
For over 30 years the Foundation has worked to make the 
Newport Beach Public Library a beacon of learning and 
inspiration, and the central point of our civic life. We are all 
proud to be a part of a mission to make our community an 
even better place to live and raise a family. 

I will be passing the Foundation’s leadership baton to our 
Vice Chair next July with mixed feelings – sadness that my 
tenure is over and pride in our accomplishments. I will, 
however, remain an active participant in the Foundation and 
ask that you too become part of the Foundation’s future. 
Please do continue your monetary support, and increase it 
if you are able, but also consider volunteering as an active 
participant in the life of the Foundation, perhaps as a Board 
or committee member. We’d love to have you join us.  

Feel free to contact me or CEO Jerold Kappel, to learn how 
you can be part of the future of the Foundation and the great 
Library it serves.

–  Karen Heath Clark, Chair of the Board 
karen.h.clark@gmail.com

PROGRAMS

WITTE DISTINGUISHED AUTHOR SERIES
Over 1500 people attended the Witte Lectures with 
a 92% capacity for the eight lectures, all live and in 
person. Audience members were enthused to be able 
to attend compelling presentations by:

•  Suzanne Simard, PhD, author of Finding the Mother 
Tree: Discovering the Wisdom of the Forest

•  Eddie Glaude Jr., PhD, spoke on Race and 
Democracy: America is Always Changing, But 
America Never Changes

•  Charlotte Alter, spoke on Turnover: How Generational 
Change Will Transform American Life

•  Ezra Klein, spoke on American Varieties: Reflecting 
on Democracy

This was the 25th Anniversary of the Witte Distinguished 
Author Series. Lizanne Witte, a founding member of 
the Witte Series Committee, provided an overview in 
the Spring edition of the Bookmark which listed all 109 
authors who have spoken from 1997-2022. The cover of 
the Bookmark, celebrating the twenty-five years, featured 
the faces of forty-eight of the most renowned writers 
and thinkers among this group and reminded us of the 
tremendous contribution this Witte Series has made 
to our Newport Beach community. The Spring edition 
of Bookmark is available in the Archive section on the 
Foundation’s website www.NBPLF.Foundation.

LIBRARY LIVE
Library Live featured a wide array of speakers in a 
variety of formats including biography, history, and 
fiction. All authors had Southern California roots. 
The speakers were: 

•  Walter Stahr, author of Salmon P. Chase: 
Lincoln’s Vital Rival

•  Brit Bennett, author of The Vanishing Half

•  Adin Dobkin, author of Sprinting Through 
No Man’s Land: Endurance, Tragedy and Rebirth 
in the 1919 Tour de France

•  Charles Yu, author of Interior Chinatown: 
Screenwriting, Representation and Identity

Annual Report continues on page 14
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Renaissance 
Program Underwriter  
$25,000 Plus
 The Isidore C. & 

Penny W. Myers 
Foundation 

Joan Ranney and 
Cristin Cobb

Classicist 
$15,000 to $24,999
Michael C. and 

Pauline L. Smith
Lizanne L. and 

Matthew Witte 
William Witte and 

Keiko Sakamoto

Oxford Scholar 
$10,000 TO $14,999
Karen and Bruce Clark
District Two of 

Orange County
Eichenberg-Larson 

Charitable Foundation
Jill Johnson-Tucker and 

Larry Tucker
John Rallis and 

Mary Lynn Bergman-Rallis
Barbara Roberts
Elizabeth Stahr
Samuel and Tammy Tang
UHL & KK Foundation

First Edition Collector 
$5,000 TO $9,999
Rich Alexander
Doug and Julie Garn
William Gillespie 

Foundation
Gilmour Family Trust
Janet Hadley
Hoelscher Bell Elliott 

Foundation
Katie and Jim Loss
Greg and Barbara 

MacGillivray
Sophie and Manouch 

Moshayedi
Richard Meyer
James B. Pick and 

Rosalyn M. Laudati
Daniel and Mary Riew 

and Family
Carolyn A. Scheer
Diane Silber
Spenuzza-Velastegui 

Family Foundation
Richard and Elizabeth 

Steele Fund
Greg and Sharon Wohl

Classic Collector 
$2,500 TO $4,999
Marceline Ahyow
Mary Chabre
William D. and Amy Claster
Walter Dietiker
Judi Dutton
Malin and Chris Fletcher
Marilyn Hester Robbins and 

William Robbins
Randy and Kelly Heyler
Carolyn and Bill Klein
Marilyn and Francis Krahe
Houchang and 

Barbara Modanlou
Vanessa Moore

Classic Collector 
$2,500 TO $4,999 cont.
Neisser Family Foundation
Tricia Nichols
Janet and Walkie Ray
Phyllis Rodeffer
Chiyo Imai Rowe
Terri Scott
Laura and Carlton Seaver
Tom Weinberg Staple
Diane and David Steffy
David and Joan Stephenson
Peter and 

Alexandria Strelow
Thomas and Marilyn Sutton
Charles H. and 

Suzanne Turner
Mary Vollmer
Tod and Linda White
Jeff Wang and 

Lynn N. Trieu-Wang
Felix and Edna Yan

Bibliophile 
$1,500 TO $2,499
Kevin and Susan Daly
Lou Fanelli
Christopher and 

Deborah Gaal
Diane Hafer
Catheryn E. Hoehn
Thomas B. Rogers and 

Sally Anderson
James and 

Jacqueline Shelburne
Ellen Shockro and 

Jack Shaw
Russell K. and Judy Wilson

Knowledge Explorer 
$500 TO $1,499
Jim and Diane Bailey
Kevin and Kelly Barlow
Edward Bayuk
The Beall Family Foundation
Loren Blackwood
George and 

Rebecca Boukather
Kelly Campbell
David R. and 

Beverly Carmichael
Janis and Ed Carpenter
David and Victoria Collins
Diane Cotton
Vicki de Reynal
Thomas C. and 

Elizabeth Edwards
Richard A. and 

Elaine England
Don and Karen Evarts
Peggie Fariss
Patricia Fortman
Glenn and Jane Fowler
Jurgen and 

Patricia Froehlich
Vonnie Gibbons
James and Barbara 

Glabman
Elizabeth Henry
JoAnn Hertel
Melissa Hicks and 

Thomas F. McCormack
Charles Hosmer
Joanna Marie Jacobs
Allen and Eleanor Jaffy
Nancy Kang

Knowledge Explorer 
$500 TO $1,499 cont.
Peter and Signe Keller
Robert and Barbara Kleist
Ned and Nancy Kriz
Ruth Kwak
Toby Larson
Rachel Levin
Lon V. Smith Foundation
Carol Mason and 

Steve Mather
Goran Matijasevic
Ann McLaughlin Ruttle
Tiare and Patrick Meegan
Roger C. and 

Marjorie Davisson
Whitney and Michael Gomez
John and Margi Murray
Carol Murrel
Karen and 

Richard K. Natland
George and Muriel Newell
Kevin O’Grady and 

Nella Webster 
Ginger Sun Ong and 

Arthur Ong
Lisa Orlandi
Catherine Pazemenas
Thomas and 

Barbara Peckenpaugh
Kim Prickett
Luis and Susan Puncel
Caroline Rader
Wally and Renate Rados
Gene Reed
Richard W. and Barbara Riley
Thomas J. and Carrie Rolfes
Rick Roshan
Ruby Family Foundation
Fred and Wendy Salter
Kathleen Schaefer
Juergen O. and 

Christa Schar
Latika Sethi
Lawrence and Barbara Spitz
Ann D. Stephens
David W. and 

Marilyn D. Steuber
Clarence and Janice Turner
Thomas C. Tustin and  

DM Fullerton
Gary and Amy Uyemura
Paul and Stacey Von Berg
Cathy Voreyer
Rosemary Ward
Miles Yourman

Book Collector
$250 TO $499
Dick and Mary Allen
Scott and 

Rochelle Anderson
Sam and Susan Anderson
David Auchterlonie
Jerome T. and 

Martha A. Barich
Abelardo and 

Marianne Beaz
Elaine Beno
Denise Chilcote
Hunter T. and Barbara Cook
Richard and Kim Crawford
Edward R. and 

Sally S. Crockett
Janet L. Curci

Book Collector
$250 TO $499 cont.
Anne and Ron Dahl
Joe Daruty
Jackie D. Davidson
Diane and Patrick R. Dixon
Robert R. and Janet Dryden
Gail Dufour
Arnold Eisman
Ronald Epperson
Marc and Rhenda Foster
Laurie Frankel
Lynn Gardner
Meg George
Catharina Gerken
Barbara Gilcrest
Constance Glenn
Daniel S. and Evi B. Gurney
Ed Hall
Myrna Hamid
Jane Hanauer
Daniel Harkins
Gene and 

Lynn April Hartline
Richard and 

Carroll Hochschild
Jaime and Gay Holmes
Dorothy Howard
Becky Jones
Robert J. and 

M’Liss Jones Kane
Joanne and Debbus Keith
Kathleen Kerrigan
Martha Kinney
Adelyn and Dennis Klarin
Carolyn Knight
Kurt and Theresa Kost
William Kroener
Adrian and Elaine Kuyper
J.K. and Robin Leason
Bobbi LeVine
James R. Lewis
Peggy and Frank Listi
Hugh and Caroline Logan
Ronald and Karen Madaras
Hedda Marosi
Joan McCauley
June M. McDannel O’Neil
Steven and Jenny Mizusawa
Toni Moccia
Julie Nakata
Joni Nichols
Polly Norwood
Nicole Parker and 

Roy E. Glauthier
Polly Parkey
Darrell and Lynn Pash
Douglas and 

Teresa Pasquale
Peter and Dorothea Perrin
John Petry
Ruth Poole
Leigh M. Rabbitt
Research Affiliates LLC
Carl Rieger
Laurel  Ritter
Bryce Roberto
Ralph and Penny Rodheim
Nicholas and Peggy Rose
Margaret Rumsfeld
Paul Schmidhauser and 

Cindy Hughes

Book Collector
$250 TO $499 cont.
Jack and 

Katharine Schoellerman
Jeff and Linda Schulein
Rolf and Mary Lee Schwalbe
James D. Sellers and 

Cathy Grant
Gary J. and Melanie Singer
Ronald and Wendy Smith
Marsha Stein and 

Marsha Kessler Stein
David H. and Jill I. Susson
William and Barbara Thibault
James D. and 

Katherine Tucker
Patricia Twitty
Theodore and 

Sherry Wallace
Paul K and Ronnie Watkins
Grace Wickersham
Les Wiley
Cam and Suzanne Woods

Book Lover
$100 to $249
Susan Anderson
Betty V. Andrews
James L. and Diane L. Aust
Lynda Badum
Linda J. and James E. Baker
Cynthia Bartlett
Jeffrey and Nancy Lynn Beck
Charles and Martha Becker
Bonnie Bennett
Anthony and 

Colene Beringer
Raymond A. and 

Carol Berke
Fred and Rosella Bernstein
Sharon and W.I. Bilbeisi
Ross and Janice Billings
Linda Blackburn
Victoria Blair
David and Lynne Bloomberg
Walt and Carol Boice
Robin and Linda Boyd
Glenn Bozrth
Peter and 

Andra C. Broekelschen
Gail Brooks
Tykye G. and Elaine Camaras
Linda McMahan and 

Denny Campbell
Carefree Home Care
Joanne Carle-Accornero
Gary D. and Anne Carlsen
Joan Carter
Teresa Chandler
Robert and Beverly Childs
Kurt and 

Deborah Christiansen
Peter and Patricia Collisson
Dianne Cooper-Byram
Michael Crisp
Sheryl Crockey
Barbara and John Cronin
Jane Croul
Joe and Lynn Crutchley
Laura Curran
James Curtis
Maria Davalos
Barbara Dawkins
Bill and Ann Dennis
Mary Eileen Dibb-Haub
R.C. and Helen Dinkins

Book Lover
$100 to $249 cont.
Thomas and Lisa Dowling
Michael and Jill Draffin
Walt and Marcia Drew
Patricia and Gary Dreyfus
Leslie Dumont
Julie and Paul Dutton
Frances Dye
Leslie Earnest
Robin and 

Michael J. Einbund
Denny Lynn Engelke
Ennis and Janet Hartmann
Sharon and John Fairborn
Roberta Feuerstein
Steven Fienberg
Carl Fine and Winnie Wen
Maureen Flanagan
Diane and Colin Forkner
George and Linda Fraker
Stephen D. Franklin
Judith E. Frant and 

Mark Refowitz
Tony French
Gladys Gabrielian
Carol Gaetano
Keith Garrison and 

Cheryl Nowak
Jeff and Mindy Glickman
Jane W. Golden
Decourcy Graham
Norman Grossman
Sandra Guyer
David and Maryjean Harper
Terry and Carol Hartman
Laird H. and Margaret Hayes
Sandy Hayes-Rempalski
Jeff Heath
Barbara Helton
Michael Hickey
Gary and Sara Hinman
Jerry and Barbara Hood
Walter and Karen Howald
Dana R. Hunt
Shannon and Wayne Inouye
Patricia Insley
Patricia S. and Charles Irwin
Joyce Jack
Kimberly Jansma
Regina Jennings
Caroline Jensen
Arthur and 

Mary Anna Jeppe
Olivia Johnson
Carole Johnson
Derek Johnson and Lynn Iba
Jerold Kappel
Dennis Katovsich
Mitchell Katz
Reiko Hori Kaye and 

Robert Molko
R. Kelly
Nicholas C. and 

Jane Farley Kleha
Sheila Koff and 

Don Menaguale
Robert and Ginny Koury
Charles G and 

Jan Kristenson
Paula Kruse
Paul R. Kuhn
Denis and Robin LaBonge
Patricia Lamb
William and Jill Lambeth

Book Lover
$100 to $249 cont.
Lynette Laroche and 

Bob Engemann
Nancy Larson
Deborah Laughton
Dean R. and 

Christine J. Laws
Vincent and Sondra Lee
James Leimkuhler
Darlene Letnes
Nancy L. Lewis
Randy Lewis
Linda Lineback
Todd and Barbara Lisman
Seymour and Ruth Lobel
Annika Logart
Phoebe Loos
Veronica Lorman
R. and J. Lucas Living Trust
Michele M. Lueptow
Sanford P. and Linda Lyle
Ann MacGowan
Phyllis and Richard Mandel
Selma Mann
Ana Virginia Marcoux
Lucinda Marder
Rachel Maus
Roger and 

Sheila McGonegal
Sara Messier
Norman J. and 

Suzanne Metcalfe
Katherine and Brad Mielke
James E. and 

Michael Ann Mitchell
Joyce Moix
Jan Moody
Carol J. Morris
Lisa Morrone
Ann Moskowitz
Nancy Moss
Raleigh and Jeanne Myhren
Pamela L. Nolan
Thomas Norris
Marci Novegrod
Joseph C. and Ann Obegi
Richard Oberreiter and 

Shelli Black
Sue Ellen O’Connor
Kirk Ohanian and Phuong Ta
Ron and Joanne Oliver
Ginny Olson
Joanne and Larry Overman
Lauren Packard
Karen and Matthew Parks
Marilyn Pauley
Scott and Liddy Paulsen
Diane Pavesic
Shirley Pepys
Yvette Pergola
John S. and 

JoAnne F. Perkins
Emily Peterson
Mary Petropoulos
Nancy Pettijohn
Nancy L. Phelps
Steven Pier
Michael and June Lee Pilsitz
Charlotte Pinsky
Richard and 

Deborah Polonsky
Francis and Margaret Quinlan
Jacquelyn Raehrs
Stephen R. Rakower
Michele E. Raney

Book Lover
$100 to $249 cont.
Clifford and Carol Ranney
Linda Rasner
Deborah Reed
Molly Retzlaff
Judith Rigby
Ginny Riley
Toni Rios
Norma Roberts
Linda Roberts
Kathy Roberts
Jeanie Roe
Jerri Rosen
Teresa Ross
Herbert Roth
Lynda Ruth
Irene W. Salyer
Candi Sary
Katitza Schmidt
Angela Schmidt
Molly Schneider
Denise Schoenberg
James V. and Harriet Selna
Tully and Janette Seymour
Robert and Mary Shackleton
Claudette Shaw
John Shaw
Barbara Shelton
Norm and Joyce Shepherd
Julie and Jim Shields
Nick and Donna Shubin
Rebecca Sibley
Linda Simos
Alison Sims
Leon and Cheryl Skeie
Valerie Sloane
Lesa Smith
Mary Ann Soden
Carol Sokel
Victoria Solinger
Adreana Souleles
Steven and Lor Speach
Ellen Speyer
Robert and Joaline Stedman
Barry and Carole Steele
Myra Stillman
John F. and 

Angela Stollsteimer
Arthur Strick
Bruce C. Stuart and 

Katherine E. Shaw-Stuart
Richard P. and 

Cindy L. Succa
Lonnie and Bob Sutter
Lorelei Tanji and 

Michel Oren
Norma R. Taylor
Arthur and Anita Travers
Per and Jacquelyn Trebler
Michelle Turgeon
Marjorie Tussing
Myuriel and John von Aspen
Gary Waldron and 

Carol Foster
Anne Walthall
David and Ann Weinstein
Annegret and 

Peter G. Weisbrod
Diane M. West
Jay and Sandra Wilbur
Byron and Bobbitt Williams
Bonnie Winslow
George and Sharon Wright
Maria Yacoel

The following are donations, pledges, grants, and program sponsorships received 
between July 1, 2021 and June 30, 2022. If we have unintentionally misspelled, 
omitted a name, or incorrectly categorized your contribution, please let us know at 
admin@nbplf.foundation or by phone at 949-717-3892, so we may apologize profusely 
and correct our records. 

Donations
The Newport Beach Public Library Foundation appreciates your generosity, patience, 
and assistance. To renew your Membership or if you are not a Member and want to join 
our community of library lovers and champions, please visit nbplf.foundation. We will 
welcome you with open arms.

GOVERNANCE
Under the leadership of Chair Karen H. 
Clark, the Board of Directors remained 
engaged and committed to the mission and 
programs of the Foundation. The Board 
welcomed new member Marilyn Krahe and 
expressed their appreciation for the services 
of Afsaneh Alisobhani and Bridget Smith 
who left the Board.

LIBRARY TRUSTEE INVOLVEMENT 
AND DIRECTOR TRANSITION
Kurt Kost was the Trustee liaison to the 
Foundation Board this past fiscal year. 
Trustee Chair Paul Watkins served as the 
liaison to Library Live Committee and 
Barbara Glabman to the Witte Lecture 
Committee. The Foundation thanks them 
for their service. Tim Hetherton, longtime 
member of the Library staff and its director 
for the past eight years, retired in May. 
That same month, the Trustees appointed 
another long-time staff member, Melissa 
Hartson, as the new director. The Board 
and staff look forward to working with 
Ms. Hartson and her dedicated library 
staff for many years to come.

BOARD POLICY REFINEMENT 
AND ACCOUNTABILITY
The Board approved critical policies--
Financial Management, Whistleblower, 
and Ethical Fundraising--and revised the 
Investment policy. These policies, as well as 
the Board’s commitment to transparency and 
accountability, resulted in the Foundation 
receiving a Platinum rating from GuideStar, 
the website that reports on 1.8 million 
IRS-recognized tax-exempt organizations, 
and a 98 Encompass rating from Charity 
Navigator, an independent nonprofit 
that provides insights into a nonprofit’s 
financial stability, adherence to best 
practices for accountability, transparency, 
and results reporting. These independent 
rating agencies assure our donors that 
contributions will be stewarded, used for 
the intended purpose, and managed for the 
good of the Foundation, the Newport Beach 
Library, and the community that uses and 
enjoys the Library.

We invite you to JOIN nbplf.foundation. 

Annual Report continued from page 13
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Summer Solstice Event
This year’s summer solstice was an ideal excuse to celebrate the beginning 
of our favorite season, and even more so, to celebrate the heart and 
soul of the Newport Beach Public Library Foundation: our members. 
Here’s a look back at the elegant evening reception. An enormous thanks 
to all those who continue to make the Library Foundation a success. 
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1) Karen Clark 2) Ginger Sun and Arthur Ong 3) Tammy Tang 4) Terri and Kurt Kost  5) Elizabeth and Walter Stahr 6) Peter and Devin Spenuzza 
7) Kenneth Kim and Dan Duran 8) Connie Spenuzza and granddaughter Lana


