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Libraries Transform Communities; 
You Transform Libraries

ecently I met a grad student in a UC Irvine Ph.D. program working on 
her dissertation here at the Central Library. Her husband, also a student, 
was spending some time in the Children’s Area with their young child. 

Mom and Dad take turns studying and watching the little one. Parents have a 
quiet, supportive space to work toward their degrees. Child develops a love for 
books and the library where the imagination is nurtured in a space devoid of 
advertising and unnecessary distraction. Where else could this possibly happen? 
And happen for free. 

I am often inspired when I have the opportunity to chat with a library customer; 
what I hear confirms that there is at least one place in society that continues to 
work for everyone who has the desire to use it. 

Municipal dollars fund the library system and private dollars enable it to stay 
modern and offer valuable programs. Some of us contribute with tax dollars and 
others contribute by becoming members of the Library Foundation. Many of you 
do both. The entire community is a beneficiary. And that community extends far 
beyond the city limits. 

Andrew Carnegie understood this and used his great good fortune to transform 
communities through the public library. 

“It was from my own early experience that I decided there was no use to which 
money could be applied so productive... as the founding of a public library.”

Carnegie’s words illustrate the Library Foundation’s raison d’etre. Our members 
make it possible. In the month of December alone, you contributed more than 
$143,000! Those funds are being used for improvements in the physical space, 
new books, online resources (e-books, audiobooks, magazines, lynda.com and 
new databases like the Daily Pilot digital archives) and cultural/educational 
programming. 

The grad student I mentioned above 
illustrates how those enhancements help 
to transform lives in our community. 
Thank you for joining or renewing 
your membership to ensure the library 
continues to be a place that works for 
everyone. 

Tracy Keys 
Executive Director

Cover: All 92 speakers in the 20 years of The Witte Lectures.  
How many of these speakers did you hear? How many can you name? 
Share your recollections with me at tkeys@newportbeachca.gov. 
Check out the archives for podcasts at nbplfoundation.org.
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Welcome Kevin Barlow 
to the Board of Directors! 

e are pleased to announce that Kevin Barlow has 
joined our Board of Directors. Kevin, his wife Kelly, 

and their three-year-old daughter Kate are avid library 
users. New baby Knox will have his card soon we suspect. 
Kelly teaches at The Pegasus School in Huntington 
Beach. Kevin received his MBA from The Wharton School 
at the University of Pennsylvania and his B.A. with Honors 
from the University of Michigan. He holds the Chartered 
Financial Analyst designation and is a member of the CFA 
Institute as well as the CFA Societies of San Francisco and 
Orange County. Kevin joined Palo Capital in 2015 and 
manages the firm’s Private Client Group.

Grant Received from 
Pacific Life Foundation 

normous thanks to Pacific Life Foundation for 
supporting our Library Live series with a $5,000 

grant. We are deeply honored and proud to be included 
among grant recipients. The Library Live series is at 
the core of literary offerings at the Central Library; the 
grant will enable us to continue curating programs with 
notable authors. 

Photo: Tennyson Oyler, Pacific Life Foundation President 
and Susan Groux, Director of Programs at the Library 
Foundation.

NEWS

Library Journal Gives  
the Library a Star Rating 

he Library Journal (LJ) is an American trade 
publication for librarians. Founded in 1876, it 

reports news about the library world, mostly public 
libraries. Why is a “star rating” a big deal? The LJ 
Index is based on five types of per capita use libraries 
generate: visits, circulation, e-circulation, public access 
computer use and program attendance. Star Library 
ratings of five, four and three stars are awarded to 
libraries that generate the highest combined per capita 
outputs among their spending peers. In 2016, there 
were only 260 “Star Libraries” in the U.S. and NBPL was 
one! That means your library has collections, technology, 
online resources and programs that rank highly in 
comparison to other libraries.



Joe Nocera 
Inside the NCAA
March 3-4

Dr. Wade Davis 
Why Ancient Wisdom Matters  
in the Modern World
April 7-8

Isabel Wilkerson 
Our Racial Moment of Truth
April 28-29
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THE WITTE LECTURES

Lynsey Addario captivates a packed house for the first program 
of The Witte Lectures 20th Anniversary Season.

F R I D AY  E V E N I N G S 
$50 / $45* per person, per lecture 
$20 for students & teachers

6:30pm Wine and music reception  
7:00pm Lecture, Q&A 
8:15pm Book signing, dessert & coffee

S AT U R D AY  A F T E R N O O N S 
$35 / $30* per person, per lecture 
$20 for students & teachers

2:00pm Lecture, Q&A 
3:15pm Book signing, dessert & coffee

M A C A RT H U R  G E N I U S
$25,000

Sue and Bill Gross

R H O D E S  S C H O L A R
$15,000

Janet S. Hadley

Bill Witte & Keiko Sakamoto

Matthew & Lizanne Witte

F U L B R I G H T 
S C H O L A R

$10,000

Todd & Natasha Palmaer

The Rallis Foundation

Barbara Roberts

P U L I T Z E R
$5,000

Sophie & Manouch 
Moshayedi

Dr. James B. Pick & 
Dr. Rosalyn M. Laudati

Ellen K. Shockro & Jack Shaw

Tom & Marilyn Sutton

P E N / FA U L K N E R
$2,500

Terry & Sharon Bridges

Barbara & Greg MacGillivray

Marilyn W. McIntyre

The PIMCO Foundation

Nancy H. Smith

Mike & Gloria Sullivan

Samuel & Tammy Tang

Jill Johnson-Tucker  
& Larry Tucker

Elaine J. Weinberg

H O S P I TA L I T Y 
S P O N S O R S

Hi-Time Wine Cellars

Island Hotel Newport Beach

Lido Village Books

Nespresso

M E D I A  S P O N S O R
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D E TA I L S / T I C K E T S
nbplfoundation.org

events@nbplfoundation.org  
or 949.548.2411

It’s What She Does…

Top: Addario presenting images  
from “It’s What I Do“
1. Kristen & Adrian Griggs 
2. Janet & Walkie Ray 
3. Lynsey Addario, Jene Witte
4. Steve Swerdlow, Michele Goodwin, 

Cyd Swerdlow

Don’t miss these upcoming Witte Lectures!
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Become a Sponsor 
If you love our programs and contribute at least $2,500, your investment will enable us to bring 
more of the most notable authors to the Central Library. Benefits include private dinners with the 
authors, preferred seating and signed books. 

For more information on sponsorship, please phone Tracy Keys at 949.717.3890 or email:  
tkeys@newportbeachca.gov.
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Get Your Book Buzz On!
Wednesday, March 15 @ 6:30pm

Book Buzz Night
Bring your love of books—and book-loving friends—to become part of a select few gaining an 
insider’s knowledge of the new books that are creating the biggest buzz in the publishing world. 
For this night of books, the Library Foundation is pleased to host representatives of two major 
publishing houses, Penguin Random House and HarperCollins. These publishers’ reps will share 
previews of their newest titles and will be available to discuss all things book-related. This event  
is ideal for book groups and will include a gourmet offering of refreshments from our delicious 
new neighbor, Baker & Olive, as well as book totes, catalogs and book samples while the 
offerings last. One lucky book lover will go home with a gift basket full of new hardbacks as well! 
Join us to preview exciting new titles upcoming for spring/summer 2017, and to get an inside 
peek at the world of publishing. Plan your book group’s reading schedule accordingly and bring 
all your members to this exciting event.

No charge to attend.  
Please note: event begins at 6:30pm

Stephanie Danler
Thursday, May 18 @ 7:00pm

Sweetbitter
Stephanie Danler is the author of the 
international and New York Times bestseller, 
Sweetbitter. The debut novel garnered 
international attention just one week after 
its release. Danler’s work has appeared in 
Vogue Magazine, Travel and Leisure, Bon 
Appetit and O Magazine to name a few. 

Hailing from California, Danler wound up working in the fast-paced and 
often chaotic Manhattan restaurant life before enrolling in graduate 
school at The New School, where she wrote Sweetbitter whose 
backdrop is that very experience in New York City.

Delicious nibbles provided by Baker & Olive, Corona del Mar Plaza. 

Tickets: $25/20*

* Library Foundation members at Book Worm level ($50) or higher receive  
    a $5 discount on each ticket.

LIBRARY LIVE

W E  T H A N K  O U R 
S P O N S O R S

Christopher & Debby Gaal

Karen Kewell Jacoby

Pacific Life Foundation

The Schoellerman 
Foundation

Dr. Tom Staple

Samuel & Tammy Tang

I N - K I N D  S P O N S O R S

LAGUNA
BEACH
BOOKS

R E S E R V E  /  I N F O

nbplfoundation.org

events@nbplfoundation.org  
or 949.548.2411

S C H E D U L E : 

6:30pm  
Doors open

7:00-8:30pm 
Program

8:30-9:00pm  
Book sales & signing
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FOR KIDS

Generous Sponsors of Making Memories for Children 
Dennis & Diane Baker • Terry & Sharon Bridges

Immerse your child in a world of creativity! Taught by 
Timree Art Studios, your child will have a blast while 
developing their art skills as they learn to paint through 
the Timree Technique™. This step-by-step teaching 
approach is based on studio owner and art teacher 
Timree Gold’s beliefs that art should approachable, 
whimsical, and most of all—FUN! Each painting class 
will have a theme, and students will take home a canvas 
containing their own unique painting.

Art workshop details:
• nbplfoundation.org ~ Reservations required 
• Limit 25 children per class ~ Ages 7-12 years
• Series price: $95/$90*
• Individual classes price: $40/$35*
• Central Library, Friends Meeting Room

* Discount for Library Foundation Members

Get Ready for the Fourth Annual 

Bunnies & Books for Kids Festival
Saturday, May 13 @ 10:00am at the Central Library & Civic Green

A bunny-themed story time, face painting, arts & crafts, 
games and other outdoor activities are planned for this 
year’s festival. This is our biggest children’s event of 
the year so come prepared to read, create and move 
throughout the library and the beautiful Civic Green area. 
And don’t forget…Harvey, the beloved Flemish Giant 
bunny mascot from Save-Some-Bunny Rabbit Rescue is 
planning to attend again..and he may be bringing some 
of his rabbit friends! 

Festival details:
• Admission is FREE;  

reservations not required

• Info: 949.548.2411 or  
events@nbplfoundation.org

N E W  T H I S  S E A S O N !

Art in the Spring with Timree Paint Studio
Three Sundays • March 5, 12 & 19 @ 2:00-3:30pm

Paintngs by class:

March 5 - Crab

March 12 - 
Life Guard Tower

March 19 -  
Dad’s Donuts
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CREATIVE WRITING WINNER

t was a terribly hot day, and Mei 
and Dandan were ambling down 
the school steps, flushed out of 

the building by the heat and the prospect 
of an afternoon free from teachers. They 
made an odd pair, those two, with Dandan 
bouncing excitedly, her cheeks flushed 
and her eyes twinkling gleefully, balancing 
on her toes like a bird about to take flight, 
and Mei trailing behind, her eyes somber 
and her mouth thin, wobbling under a 
stack of books.

“I don’t understand why you hate the 
library so much!” Dandan exclaimed, 
skipping back to her quieter friend. It 
seemed astonishing that such a studious 
girl, who surrounded herself with books 
and studying, could be so squeamish 
about such a place. Yet, it was the truth, 
and Mei grimaced at the word.

“There are a number of reasons,” she 
noted dully. “It would take too long  
to understand.”

“But we have a good ten minutes before 
we get to my house,” Dandan replied. 
“And we won’t really have time to talk 
about it there, because we’ll be studying 
for that math test.” She pivoted on her 
heels, and winked at Mei as if she was  
the one divulging a mysterious secret.  
“So spill!”

Mei’s face softened, her stoic armor 
seemingly melting as she considered her 
options. It had only been a week since 
she had started attending the Secondary 
School of Harmonious Minds in Hong 
Kong, and it wasn’t vastly different from 
her old school in Beijing. But she dearly 
missed her old friends, and what Mei 
lacked in friendship, this new institution 
had filled up with taunting students. Her 
father worked in the Educational Bureau, 
and he had pulled a few strings in order 
to slip his daughter into this esteemed 
academy. After all, their move had taken 
place more than halfway into the school 
year, and there had been no time to 
take the weighty entrance exam. Mei’s 
secret had been publicized, thanks to 
an unknown gossip. Now, the only pupil 
willing to befriend her was Dandan.

Dandan was a blur of color: always moving 
and laughing, but rarely pausing unless it 
was to share a good joke. Surely someone 
as amiable as Dandan would keep Mei’s 
vulnerable insecurities close to heart.

“Alright,” Mei said, with a smile, “I 
supposed it wouldn’t hurt to tell.” Dandan 
slowed her energetic leaping to a stroll as 
she linked arms with her friend and gave 
a warm smile. “Whenever I see the library, 
I think of it as a place to study and work 
hard. After all, you always see students 
there cramming and toiling over notes. 

And it’s all we ever do, nowadays, right? 
We have to get into a good high school. 
But for me, I could fail my tests. It wouldn’t 
matter, because my father works for the 
Educational Bureau, and it would only take 
a few phone calls for him to place me in 
whatever school I wanted.” Mei paused to 
reflect over her words before continuing. 
“And that makes me sick, because I want 
to assure everyone that I work as hard as 
they do. They just turn a deaf ear to all 
that I say. Libraries only remind me  
of the fact that to others, I will always be  
a cheater.”

Dandan gave an empathetic smile. “Just 
because they call you names behind your 
back doesn’t guarantee that you have to 
believe them! There’s nothing wrong with 
having connections, and, between you and 
me -” Dandan leaned in, like an old gossip 
“- I think it’s good to take advantage of 
connections. There’s nothing wrong with 
having a good opportunity, and everyone 
here seems to frown upon it. I say that you 
should try your hardest, but still benefit 
from your advantages. That way, you can’t 
say that you’ve cheated!” 

Mei blinked slowly as she rehashed 
Dandan’s words. It had never occurred to 
her that her background wasn’t as horrible 
as she had thought it was. And as she 

The Observer
by Rita Debbaneh
We are pleased to announce that the winner of the 2016 Creative Writing 
Contest for Teens is Rita Debbaneh of Newport Beach for her essay entitled 
The Observer. Congratulations Rita!

Our runners-up were Brittany Weinstock of Newport Coast for Blind Light and 
Kayla Cleland of Huntington Beach for A Library of Ruins. We acknowledge 
everyone who submitted essays to the contest. 

And, finally, we want to thank our judges Adrian Windsor and Toby Larson, 
Library Foundation Board Members; Hannah Carrier, Librarian and Greg 
Johnson, Library Assistant.

“The Observer” continued on page 10



THANK YOU

MACARTHUR GENIUS 
WITTE LECTURES 2017
Bill & Sue Gross

CORPORATE SPONSORS
($10,000)
City National Bank 

($5,000)
CWS Capital Partners, LLC

GUTENBERG COLLECTORS
($100,000+)
Karen & Bruce Clark

RARE BOOK COLLECTORS
($50,000-99,999)
Natasha & Todd Palmaer

MASTERPIECE COLLECTORS
($25,000-$49,999)
Carol Murrel
Isidore C. & Penny W. Myers Foundation

LIMITED EDITION COLLECTORS
($10,000-24,999)
Terry & Sharon Bridges 
Jeffrey Burch
LaDorna Eichenberg
Jock Fischer, Ed.D.
Janet Hadley 
Carol & William H. Kewell Jr.  

Charitable Fund
The Rallis Foundation
Barbara Roberts
Michael & Pauline Smith
Charles & Suzanne Turner 
Matthew & Lizanne Witte
Keiko Sakamoto & William Witte

FIRST EDITION COLLECTORS
($5,000-9,999)
David & Beverly Carmichael
Ms. Judi Dutton 
Hoelscher Bell Elliott Foundation
Irwin Kempler, M.D.
Mrs. Bernard A. McDonald
Manoucheur & Sophie Moshayedi
Dr. James B. Pick & Dr. Rosalyn M. Laudati
Kennie Jo Rizzo
Ellen Shockro, Ph.D & Jack Shaw
Richard & Elizabeth Steele Fund
Thomas & Marilyn Sutton
Samuel & Tammy Tang
The Ueberroth Family Foundation

CLASSIC COLLECTORS
($2,500-$4,999)
Mr. Clement Ahyow
Malin & Chris Fletcher
Christopher & Deborah Gaal
Greg & Barbara MacGillivray
Marilyn McIntyre
Jack & Katharine Schoellerman
Nancy H. Smith
Dr. Tom Staple
Michael & Gloria Sullivan

AD LIBRIS
($1,000-2,499)
Anonymous
Mr. Richard Alexander
Mr. Donald R. Beall
George & Rebecca Boukather
Diane Buchanan
Bonnie Ceglio
Brant & Nancy Dahlfors
Roger & Marjorie Davisson
Tom & Lisa Edwards
Don & Karen Evarts
Mrs. Sandy Fainbarg
Sally & Dan Fleet
David & Trudi Gartley
Pam & Don Gilmour
Albert & Rebecca Gonzalez
Jim & Susan Hart
JoAnn Hertel-Briney
Marilyn Hester Robbins  

& William H. Robbins
Robert & Jane Hsu
Mrs. Grace Lan-Schlichter
Mr. Toby Larson
Mr. Steve Mather & Mrs. Carol Mason
Gordon & Julie McAlpine
Carol Meyers
Meredith Porter
Janet & Walkie Ray
Gena Reed
Phyllis Rodeffer
Thomas B. Rogers & Sally Anderson
Nathan Owen Rosenberg
Fred & Wendy Salter
Jeff & Linda Schulein
Mr. Albert M. Schulten
Dr. & Mrs. James Shelburne
Mr. Steve Smith
Lawrence & Barbara Spitz
Elizabeth & John Stahr
Clarence & Janice Turner
Stephanie & Ken VandeVeer
Mrs. Robert L. Vollmer
Ms. Cathy Voreyer
Tina Watson
Elaine J. Weinberg
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Mr. & Mrs. Russell K. Wilson
Dr. Adrian S. Windsor
Kim & Allen Yourman

LITERARY LIONS
($500-999)
Dennis & Diane Baker
Jerome & Irene Barr
Joann L. Data, M.D.
Ed & Janis Carpenter
Diane & Patrick Dixon
Jurgen & Patricia Froehlich
David & Josie Gardner
Jerri & Mark Gerard
Constance Glenn
P.J. & Gene Hancock
Thomas McCormack & Melissa Hicks
Christopher Keys
Bill & Carolyn Klein
Nancy & Ned Kriz
Janet Loyd
Donald & Georgette Mareina
Mr. Charles W. Masters, Jr.
Ann W. McDonald
Tiare & Patrick Meegan
Carl Neisser
Ms. Kathleen N. Nitta
Kathleen & Mark Peterson
Wally & Renate Rados
Anne Goodwin & Ira G. Rivin
Ms. Carolyn A. Scheer
Dan & Linda Schmenk
Mrs. Diane Steffy
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Uyemura
Paul & Stacey Von Berg
Larry & Rosemary Ward

BOOK COLLECTORS
($250-499)
Ms. Olivia Abel
Ms. Kathy Adams
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony A. Allen
Mr. Scott K. Anderson, Jr.
Daniel & Jean Ardell
Ms. Edie Barvin
Ms. Kathleen Blank
Lisa & Steve Briggs
Ms. Eileen Coe
Mrs. Alice C. Coons
Ronald & Anne Dahl
Kevin & Susan Daly
Mr. Joe Daruty
Mrs. Vicki de Reynal
Mr. Arnold Eisman
Mr. Ronald Epperson
Mr. Lou Fanelli
Mrs. Sally Fletcher
Rebecca Frankel
John & Carolyn Garrett
Cyndi & Larry Gooch
Ms. Heidi Hall
Dr. & Mrs. Richard Harano
Harlan & Dorothy Harmsen
Mrs. JoeAnna Jenkins
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Jeppe
Mrs. Marian Jones
Ms. Patricia A. Jorgensen
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Keith
Barbara Keller & David Auchterlonie
Mr. & Mrs. David Kerrigan
Adelyn & Dennis Klarin
Ms. Rachel Levin
Hugh & Caroline Logan
Ms. Agnes E. Lovasz
Ian & Mary-Jane MacKinnon
Ms. Deborah Moore Manning
Hedda Marosi
Ms. Joan McCauley
Ms. Nancy Moss
Roy Glauthier & Nicole Parker
Ms. Catherine Pazemenas
Tom & Barbara Peckenpaugh
Ruth Poole
Charlene Prager
Ron Presta & Allyson Bolin-Presta

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Purcell
Mrs. Francis E. Quinlan
Terry & Carol Reinhold
Dr. & Mrs. Nicholas Rose
Ms. Joan Rowland
Mrs. Meg Rumsfeld
Herb & Sondra Samuels
Paul & Virginia Schloemer
Paul Schmidhauser & Cindy Hughes
Joel & Judy Slutzky
Dr. & Mrs. Gerald Spear
Walter & Masami Stahr
Ann D. Stephens
Dr. & Mrs. David Stephenson
Ms. Marian Tang
Mr. Larry Thomas
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas C. Tustin
Ms. Gretchen Valentine
Carol Foster & Gary Waldron
Ms. Marcia Young

BOOK LOVERS
($100-249)
Don & Betty Adkinson
Ms. Bonnie G. Alexander
Mr. C.L. Alexander
Mr. Jim Anderson
Mrs. Alan V. Andrews
Mr. James L. Aust
Mrs. Bonnie Aver
Richard & Patricia Babineau
Jim & Diane Bailey
Linda & James Baker
Dr. Rudolph & Mrs. Dorothy Baldoni
Mrs. Jean Barthelemy
Gordon & Greer Beach
Mr. & Mrs. Abelardo Beaz
Jeffrey & Nancy Lynn Beck
Martha & Charles Becker
Melvin & Carol Beitscher
Mrs. Pauline Benjamin
Mrs. Bonnie Bennett
Raymond & Carol Berke
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Bernstein
Ms. Victoria Blair
Mr. & Mrs. Vernon G. Bonar
Yana Bridle
Greg & Debbie Brostek
Mr. Martin Brower
Mr. & Mrs. Mitchell K. Brown
Ms. Cynthia Bruns
Mr. Roland Bye
Dr. Geraldine Cahill  

& Mr. Gail P. Pickart
Tykye & Elaine Camaras
Linda & Denny Campbell
Dr. Lorna Carlin
Mr. Thomas C. Casey
Mrs. Robert Childs
Lawrence & Carol Cohn
Virginia & John Connolly
Ms. Helen Conover
Hunter & Barbara Cook
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Coulter
Barbara & John Cronin
Richard & Jane Croul
Ms. Carole A. Crowley
Mrs. Ann R. Cullen
James & Laura Curtis
Ms. Christy D’Ambrosio
Mrs. Janet C. DeRuff
Janis E. Dinwiddie
Margaret & Robert Doedens
Mr. Walter M. Drake
Harriet & Frank Edelstein
Mrs. Beverly Elias
Mrs. Marilyn Elmer
Mrs. Joan D. Erger
Ms. Barbara Everson
Ms. Faye W. Farwell
Ms. Roberta Feuerstein
Marshall & Judith Flapan
Dr. & Mrs. Michael Forino
Diane & Colin Forkner
George & Linda Fraker
Ms. Judith E. Frant

Mission Statement: 
The Newport Beach Public Library Foundation funds valuable library 
resources and programs—engaging the community in cultural and 
intellectual adventure through the sponsorship of diverse public 
programs and cutting-edge library enhancements. 

We are a membership-driven organization. Fulfilling our mission is only 
possible because of the individuals and corporations below. Special 
thanks to all who responded to our year-end giving appeal. We raised 
$143,767.00 in the month of December as a result of your generosity.  

The following represents gifts given, new pledges and pledges  
fulfilled from August 10 to December 31, 2016.
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IN-KIND SPONSORS

Mr. Steven Frates
Ms. Sandra French
Ms. Carol Gaetano
Mrs. Ada Kless Gilbert
Ms. Barbara Gilcrest
Ms. Barbara Gilmore
Ms. Susan J. Glass
Mr. & Mrs. Philip Gold
Miriam & Larry Goldberg
Jane Golden
Mr. & Mrs. Irwin D. Goldring
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel S. Gurney
Ms. Lisa Gustafson
Ed & Mary Hall
Mrs. Ilham Hamamji
Mrs. Jinx L. Hansen
Mrs. Ann B. Heiney
Richard & Dolores Herman
Mr. David Herzlinger
Steve & Karen Hinton
Mr. Michael Hirsh
Richard & Carroll Hochschild
Jerry & Barbara Hood
Ms. Margaret Horne
Mrs. Patricia S. Irwin
Ms. Joyce Jack
Ms. Joanna Jacobs
Mr. Richard Jensen
Mr. & Mrs. Derek Johnson
James & Gwen Johnson
Mr. & Mrs. Dale H. Jones
Ms. Judy Jones
Ms. Becky Jones
Ms. Jeanette Justus
Mr. Herbert W. Kalmbach
Dr. & Mrs. Michael Kamper
Robert & M’Liss Kane
John & Elizabeth Keating
Dan & Betty Kilmer
James & Judy Kirner
Dr. & Mrs. Nicholas C. Kleha
Mrs. Carolyn Knight
Sheila Koff & Don Menaguale
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Kristenson
Dr. Mark Krugman
Charles & Patricia Krumm
Mrs. Elizabeth Krysiak
Dr. Paul R. Kuhn
Ms. Nancy S. Larson
Mrs. Lynda Lawrence-Salinger
J.K. & Robin Leason
Ms. Darlene Letnes
Ms. Bobbi LeVine
Harry & Joan Levy
Mr. James R. Lewis
Jacquee & Mel Lipson
Todd & Bonnie Lisman
Peggy & Frank Listi
Joan & William Littlefield
Daniel & Betsy Livingston
Mr. Seymour Lobel
Dr. & Mrs. William G. Loomis
Mrs. Bobby Lovell
Mr. Robert Lucas
Ron & Karen Madaras
William & Irene Mathews
Mr. Bob McCaffrey
Dr. James McGaugh
Mr. Ken Meany
Dr. & Mrs. Vahe Meghrouni
Norman & Suzanne Metcalfe
John & Elizabeth Middleton
Ms. Yvonne H. Miller
Edward & Norma Millett
Ms. Joyce Moix

Dr. & Mrs. Kivie Moldave
Judge William  

& Angela Monroe
Mrs. Ann Moskowitz
Mr. & Mrs. Michael D. Nadler
Mr. Richard C. Neisser
Mrs. Liz Swiertz Newman
Joni & John Nichols
Mr. Thomas Norris
Marci Novegrod
Ms. Wendy Nugent
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph C. Obegi
Mr. Richard Oberreiter
Mr. & Mrs. William O’Neill
Eleanor Palk
Darlene & Del Parsons
Mr. Robert Penney
Ms. Shirley Pepys
Yvette Pergola
John & JoAnne Perkins
Dorothea & Peter Perrin
Mr. Robert Perry
Ms. Elizabeth Perry
Dr. Barbara A. Peterson
Ms. Mary Petropoulos
Ms. Nancy Pettijohn
Mr. Steve J. Pier
Michael & June Lee Pilsitz
Richard & Deborah Polonsky
Mr. Leigh M. Rabbitt
Mr. Frank R. Randall
Ms. Michele E. Raney
Mr. Gordon Reese
Judith H. M. Reiner
Ms. Judith Rigby
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Ringwalt
Mr. & Mrs. William R. Ritter
Ms. Norma Roberts
Mrs. Gini Robins
Mrs. Jeanie Roe
Mr. Rick Roshan
Mr. Herbert Roth
Ms. Barbara Roy
Mr. & Mrs. James Rubel, Jr.
Christine & Gerald Scheck
Mr. & Mrs. Jonas Schultz
Ms. Terri Scott
James & Harriet Selna
Ms. Latika Sethi 
Drs. Nick & Sylvia Sharma
Mrs. Claudette Shaw
Lawrence & Julie Sherwin
Julie & Jim Shields
Diane & Igal Silber
Ms. Dorothy Smith
Keith & Florence Smith
Ms. Beatriz G. Soto
Dr. Steven & Mrs. Lor Speach
Ms. Ellen Speyer
Ms. Cyndy Stauffer
Larry & Marsha Kessler Stein
Ms. Margot Stevens
John & Angela Stollsteimer
Mrs. Betty Storch
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce C. Stuart
David & Jill Susson
Robert & Lonnie Sutter
Mrs. Cecilia Tallichet
Dr. & Mrs. William Thibault
Mrs. Eleanor Todd
Dr. Carol Tomlinson
John & Kay Torell
James & Katherine Tucker
Ms. Michelle Turgeon
Ms. Patricia Twitty

Ms. Louise T. Upham
Ms. Arlene L. Vaccher
Mr. & Mrs. M. Van Buren
Gary & Elizabeth Vaughan
Dr. Alice Thie Vieira
Myuriel & John von Aspen
Debbie & Craig Walker
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph C. Wallace
Mrs. Rosemarie Wallack
Ms. Jean Walz
Ms. Meridith Webster
Mrs. Gail Wheaton
Rick & Carol Whipple
Bill & Bobbitt Williams
Mrs. Bonnie Winslow
Benjamin & Sandra Wright
Ted Wright & Nina Macdonald
Mr. & Mrs. George Wright
Ms. Maria Yacoel
Ms. Sandra Young

SMARTIE MEMBERS 
($60 Gift memberships)
Judy Grant
Dennis Hookum
Charlotte L. Kopitzke
Geraldine Longo
Brad Mielke

BOOK WORMS
($50-99)
Susan & Gil Abrams
Ms. Lisa Adam
Mr. & Mrs. Gene Adams
Ms. Cindy Ahn
Mrs. Joyce Allison
Mrs. Loretta Alspach
Richard & Rita Auelmann
Ms. Joyce Auslander
Randy & Robert Baird
Thomas & Lu Anne Baker
Mr. & Mrs. David Barth
Ms. Mary A. Bassett
William & Sandra Beckman
Ms. Lyn Belasco
Mrs. Ernestina Benson
Ms. Janice Bernabucci
Ms. Loren Blackwood
Mr. Gerald Blankenship
Ms. Joyce Boelzner
Thomas & Linda Boris
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth F. Brusic
Richard & Andrea Buice
Ms. Pat Burns
Mr. & Mrs. Carl R. Carlson
Ms. Patricia Carmichael
Ms. Denise Chilcote
Ms. Lynne Coenen
Mr. Michael Coleman
Ted & Joann Covalt
Mr. John B. Coyne
Jack & Jill Crevier
Mr. Robert W. Curtis
Ms. Patricia Dabic
Guity & Manucheur Darani
Ms. Jeanne C. Davis
Mr. Timothy Deal
Ms. Amita Desai
Pete & Marian Dickey
Ms. Joy E. Dittberner
Ms. Joan M. Donahue
Mr. & Mrs. Hal Doyle
Claude Drake  

& Diana Drake Long

Ms. Gail Dufour
Ms. Jenny M. Duke
Shari Elias
Denny L. Engelke
Ms. Janet L. Ennis
Ms. Linda Ernst
Ms. Constance Esposito
Dr. & Mrs. Sirus Farivar
Ms. Fazeela Ferouz
Mr. & Mrs. Neil Fitzpatrick
Dan & Barbara Foley
Mr. Stephen D. Franklin
Mrs. Gretchen Franklin
Ms. Lillian Friedlander
Ms. Shirley Frobes
Daniel & Kathryn Frost
Eve Fudge
Ms. Mary George
Ms. Glee Gerde
Mrs. Catharina Gerken
Mr. Xenophon Gikas
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Glickman
Ms. Dorothy P. Gray
Mrs. DeLone Green
Ms. Myrna Hamid
Ms. Mary Hardesty Clayton
Ms. Nancy Hi
Mrs. Lorijane Hilbert
Mr. & Mrs. Rush Hilborn
Ron & Phyllis Hill
Lamar & Ellen Hill
Richard & Rhea Hilliard
Ms. Nadine Hoffman
Ms. Barbara A. Hoffman
Myrna S. Holder
Richard & Ellen Huberman
Ms. Amy Hunt
Ms. Dana R. Hunt
Capt. Nancy P. Ise
Ben & Kathleen Jackson
Ms. Andrea Jason
Colin & Jacklyn Joyo
Mrs. Sharon Kahan
Mr. Ron Kasper
Ms. Nancy L. Kidder
Walter & Donell Koch
Angela & Robert Kyle
Mrs. Cheryl Kyle
Denis & Robin LaBonge
Mr. Charles E. Lake
Robert & Sharon Lambert
Ms. Sheila M. Lane
Ms. C. Deborah Laughton
Mr. Vincent J. Le Pore III, Esq.
Ms. Lynn Lightcap
Ms. Judith M. Louria
Ms. Barbara Lubash
Ms. Lois W. Machida
Ms. Judi MacLean
Ms. Barbara Manalis
Barbara & Lloyd Massey
Ms. Kelly McKelvey
Mr. Hal McLaughlin
Paul & Penny McManigal
Ms. Anne McNeill
Ms. Sheryl H. Meyer
Ms. Cary Jane Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Ali Moattari
Ms. Patricia Naruse
Mr. Roy Nesbitt
Ms. Victoria Norman
Mr. & Mrs. John O’Flynn
Mr. & Mrs. Basil Pafe
Mr. Richard Palacios
Douglas & Teresa Pasquale

Scott & Liddy Paulsen
Ben Peters
Joan Petty
John & Lyn Pohlmann
Ms. Jacquelyn Raehrs
Ms. Lynne Ramsey
Mr. & Mrs. Clifford Ranney, Jr.
Francis & Tracy Rath
Ms. Barbara Regosin
Ms. Nicole F. Reynolds
Richard & Gail Rhone
Mrs. Jill Robbins
Katherine & Jon Robertson
Mrs. Madeline Rose
Ms. Barbara Rothman
Kay & Steve Sandland
Ms. Marjorie Sawyer
Ms. Sallie Schafer
Ms. Holly Schuman
Ms. Louise Schwennesen
Mr. Michael Scott
Tully & Janette Seymour
Frances Shelby  

& Charles Nelson
Mary Kay & Keith Shelton
Robert & Lauren Silvernail
Ms. Kathleen Simpson
Mr. Alexander E. Simpson
Dr. Susan Skinner
Mrs. Valerie Sloane
Mrs. Jacqueline Smiley
Ronald & Wendy Smith
Mr. Paul F. Spas
Mrs. Patricia Stark
Ms. Carla Stiassni
Edward & Elaine Stone
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Stradtman
Mr. & Mrs. John Stuart
Richard & Cindy Succa
Ms. Venzila Swaroop
Tanya Tarr
Mr. & Mrs. Brett Wall
Pete & Jackie Warren
Dr. Betty T. Werksman
Mary Jo & Vern West
Jay & Sandra Wilbur
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas M. Wood
William & Linda Wright
Al Yesk & Suzanne Salzer Yesk
Mr. & Mrs. Joachim Youn

YOUNG PATRONS
($35+ ages 22-39)
Ilana Feldman
Dena Lazarova
Malika Middlebrooks  

& Mohammed Elayan

EX LIBRIS
($25+ ages 65+)
Ms. Doris Alvey
Ms. Mary Amundson
Carol & Mark Arnesen
Rimvda & Vaidotas Baipsys
Jackie & Ken Bayless
Ruth & Robert Bein
Stan & Norma Bell
Mr. Robert Berg
Robert & Colleen Bevacqua
Frank Bloom
Ms. Lavina Blossom
Kent & Myrna Boom
Mr. Deane Bottorf
Ms. Kathleen Branigan

continued next page
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continued to mull over her friend’s advice, 
it dawned on Mei that if she only used 
her connections as a safeguard, then who 
was to deny her the fact that all of her 
accomplishments had been achieved by 
her own hand?

Mei nodded to herself and fought back 
a smile. “I suppose you’re right,” she 
muttered, stopping at the end of a 
sidewalk. “But what about those students 
who always study at the library? They’re  
the same ones who taunt me. What if they 
did see me there? What do you think  
would happen?”

Dandan gave a beaming grin and laughed. 
“Mei, just because something unpleasant 
happens doesn’t mean you let that 
something cloud your vision! You can’t 
let those students’ actions define yours. 
Besides, the library is a very quiet place. 
They wouldn’t be able to do anything.” 

Yet again, Dandan had managed to brush 
off Mei’s anxious worries. Mei wondered 
if all of her troubles sounded petty to her 
friend, for she always seemed to have a 
forgiving answer to every mishap.

“There’s one more thing,” Mei said, 
eventually. The pair had continued their 
journey towards Dandan’s home, trudging 
past vendors and businessmen who bustled 
away pell-mell like pigeons. “And I feel 
like it’s more personal to me. Even more 
so than my father’s job and those students 
who mock me.” Dandan and Mei ducked 
heads and leaned in together, like two 
weary soldiers supporting themselves for 
a dreary march home. Mei’s voice grew 
hushed as she continued, “I used to go 
to the library. And, at first, I enjoyed it. 
But every book always seemed the same: 

praising this country and speaking about 
the benefits of working for it. Don’t get 
me wrong, I’m fine with that. But there 
wasn’t one book I could find that didn’t 
parrot any of the others. It’s like everything 
unorthodox is frowned upon. I swear it’s 
more suffocating than this heat.” Mei 
leaned away, a bit gladdened that she had 
gotten this embittered secret off her chest. 
Yet, as she glanced at Dandan, expectant 
for an answer, she was a bit surprised to see 
that her friend hadn’t answered. In fact, her 
gaze seemed a bit hooded and her face 
was drawn into a thoughtful expression.

Both girls were silent as they arrived at 
Dandan’s house, rang the bell, and greeted 
her mother in unison. Dandan purposefully 
tugged Mei up the stairs and into her room, 
before shutting the door briskly.

Finally, she spoke, “I’m not to show 
anybody this. At least, that’s what my father 
has told me. But I feel like you would like 
this.” Dandan then proceeded to her 
closet, eased it open, and beckoned for 
Mei to enter with a wave of her hand. 
Unsure, Mei padded forward, and as she 
halted in the doorway of the closet, her 
eyes widened with astonishment. 

Inside of Dandan’s closet was a stack of 
books. They seemed completely ordinary, 
only about waist high, and could be 
concealed by a strategically placed coat. 
What really drew Mei’s attention, however, 
was that each and every book was banned 
in China and, somehow, Dandan had 
managed to get her hands on them.

“Do you know what would happen 
if someone else found these?” Mei 
murmured. Her question wasn’t 
threatening, but intrigued. “They would 

report you. Where did you even find 
these?”

Dandan gave a genial grin. “Your father 
isn’t the only man with strings to pull. My 
father works in an underground publishing 
company. He started getting me books 
every few months, about a year ago. He 
sat me down, first, and explained why they 
were banned. And when I could understand 
why, I started reading them.” 

“Well, why are they banned? Like this one.” 
Mei stooped down to pick up a copy of 
Alice in Wonderland. “Isn’t it about talking 
animals?”

Dandan replied, “My father said that China 
bans some books, because it’s spent such 
a long time praising itself. And after all 
these years of effort, I think it angers the 
government that a simple sentence in an 
unseemly book can deflate everything that 
they’ve stood for. It scares them, too. So 
they try to get rid of everything threatening. 
Sometimes, it really is suffocating. But that 
only makes me want to be an observer, and 
see what’s wrong around us. Because if the 
government won’t let us read to find out 
what’s inaccurate, then we should try to see 
it with our own eyes.”

Mei was silent, drinking up Dandan’s 
philosophical words. Spending hours 
pouring over words and numbers wouldn’t 
make her as wise as her friend. It seemed 
that as long as she could see with her own 
eyes everything that was really a lie, then 
there would be nothing to fear.

As the two girls settled down to a round of 
studying, Mei said, “Dandan, the next time 
we have to study for a test, let’s just go to 
the library.”

Ms. Christine Browne
Ms. Tina Byrne
Mr. & Mrs. Ken Carter
Mrs. Bonnie Christeson
Mrs. Carolyn Conway
Mr. David Cord
Mr. James Cota
Mr. Stanton Davies II
Dr. Grace Deutsch
Mrs. Mary Eileen Dibb-Haub
Mrs. Joan Donnelly
Mrs. Margaret H. Dorris
Ms. Marty Earlabaugh
Dr. Mahmoud Elguindy
Mrs. Janet Eversmeyer
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Bill & Mary Lee Gair
Mrs. Pat Gately
Ms. Nicole Groux
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Frank & Lynda Gruver
Satinder Gulati
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Mrs. Dietgart Heller
Ms. Roxann Higman
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Mr. H. Gilbert Jones
Marvin S. Kaplan, M.D.
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Ms. Rosemarie Kuhn
Ms. Carolyn Kurtz
William & Rosella Leasure
Mrs. Phyllis Leshowitz
Mr. Morton L. Lipson
Betty Liu & James Yeh
Mrs. Jerri Loeb
Mr. Volker H.G. Loeser
Mr. & Mrs. Keith A. Mackie

Ms. Jane McMillan
Ms. Julie McMillan
Ms. Mary T. McNulty
Edward & Leslea Miller
Mr. Barbara Milner
Mr. James E. Mitchell
Jack & Carol Morrison
Steve & Rosie Morse
Ms. Helen Naughton
Pat Neal
Ms. Mary Nord
Robert & Martha Olds
Mr. George O’Nan, Jr.
Robert Chambers  

& Dr. M.J. Pais
Jean & Jack Paris
Ms. Bev Pavlovich
Mr. Charles Petrauskas
Sandra & Robert Pink
Dr. Stephen R. Rakower
Mr. Dennis Repp
Ms. Kathy Roberts
Ms. Carol Rohr

Arthur & Reisha Rosten
William & Marcia Saunders
Ms. Deborah Schell
Mrs. Bonnie Scidmore
Ms. Roselyn Scott
Ms. Kathleen Shannon
Ms. Jean Sheldon
Jerry Pick & Judie Shiff
Ms. Barbara Snow
Ms. Sally Snyder
Mrs. Margaret A. Soden
Ms. Phyllis Joy Speek
Ann Stern
Ms. Joyce Swanson
Jody & Richard Swinney
Mrs. Nancy Thompson
Ben & Melinda Thornton
Mr. Paul Wehrlen
Ms. Helene Winogura
Mr. Harold Wright
Mrs. Barbara Wright

BOOKLETS
($15 - ages 1-13)
Mia Abourseily 
Elizabeth Curtis 
Hendrix Jones 

TRIBUTE GIFTS 
Joan & William Littlefield 

In memory of Mildred 
Ordeene Foster

Michelle M. Lueptow 
In memory of  
Donald K. Lueptow

Mary Vollmer 
In memory of Robert Vollmer

Tina Watson  
In memory of George Watson

The Weidbergs 
In honor of Karen & Bruce 
Clark at Christmastime
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Book Group 
The English Major 

9:15-11:00am

Medicine In 
Our Backyard 

7:00pm

BARK Reading 
Program  

2:00-3:30pm
at Mariners Branch

It’s Your Money 
10:00-11:30am

It’s Your Money 
10:00-11:30am

Medicine In Our 
Backyard 7:00pm

It’s Your Money 
10:00-11:30am

It’s Your Money 
10:00-11:30am

Library Live 
Book Buzz Night! 

6:30pm

Medicine In  
Our Backyard 

7:00pm

Art in Spring
Timree Paint Studio

2:00pm

Witte Lectures
Jon Meacham

7:00pm

Witte Lectures
Jon Meacham

2:00pm

Business Series
Charles Martin  

Orange County, Inc. 
7:00pm

Witte Lectures
Joe Nocera

7:00pm

Witte Lectures
Joe Nocera

2:00pm

Witte Lectures
Dr. Wade Davis

7:00pm

Witte Lectures
Dr. Wade Davis

2:00pm

Witte Lectures
Isabel Wilkerson

7:00pm

Witte Lectures
Isabel Wilkerson

2:00pm

Art in Spring
Timree Paint Studio

2:00pm

Art in Spring
Timree Paint Studio

2:00pm

Book Group 
The Portable Veblen 

9:15-11:00am

Book Group 
The Twelve Tribes 

of Hattie 
9:15-11:00am
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Charles Martin 
Thursday, February 16

Orange County, Inc.
Introduction by Rick Reiff, Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist, the Editor-at-Large 
of the Orange County Business Journal and host and producer at PBS SoCal-TV. 

Charles Martin of Mont Pelerin Capital will discuss his sweeping chronicle 
of those individuals who have shaped Orange County and made it into the 
economic powerhouse it is today. Orange County, Inc. is the story of the 
remarkable emergence of a county that grew from a small agricultural region 
after WWII with a population of barely 100,000 into one of the nation’s leading 
economies with a still rapidly-growing population of 3.2 million people today.

Details: Program begins @ 7:00pm 
 Book sales & signing

Where: Newport Beach Central Library

Reserve: nbplfoundation.org or 949.548.2411  
 No charge to attend

Generously  
sponsored by  

CWS Capital Partners, LLC


